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YOUTH PROGRAM AT SALEM SATURDAY MARKET

The Salem Community Markets Emerging Artisan Program is an initiative designed to 
empower local students and residents in grades 6-12 during the 2025 market season to 
showcase and grow their creativity and business acumen at the Salem Saturday Market!

1. Learn what it’s like to run a small business: This real-life selling experience is a great 
way to understand product, business math, marketing, and customer service in a low-stakes 
environment. 

2. Put Yourself Out There: Gain exposure for your handmade or homegrown goods by 
connecting with your community at the market. You’ll meet community members of all ages and 
backgrounds, connect with other Emerging Artisans, and grow your communication skills. 

3. Mentorship Opportunities: Receive valuable guidance and insight from experienced 
Saturday Market vendors who run their own successful local businesses. Building a network is 
essential to entrepreneurship!

WHY JOIN THE EMERGING ARTISAN PROGRAM?

We are excited to meet you and help take your entrepreneurship skills to the next level! Please 
use the link on our website to fill out the Emerging Artisan Program application where you will 
select your preferred day/time for orientation. Orientation is required for participation.

Location: Salem Community Markets Office
1320 Waller St, Salem, OR 97302

If you are under 16, a parent/guardian must also attend the orientation.

HOW TO GET STARTED

Continued on page 2 - Please Read through entirely before submitting your application!

PROGRAM DETAILS
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•	 The Emerging Artisan program will run during May through October
•	 Participants may attend 4-6 Saturday Market dates depending on participation
•	 Dates must be scheduled ahead. Participants are considered “reserved 

vendors” and cannot participate on a drop-in basis. This allows us to ensure we 
are prepared to provide the resources and great experience you deserve!

•	 If you are under 16, a Parent or guardian must be present through the entirety 
of the market day 

•	 Participants will pay a reduced booth fee of $5 per market
	 - This allows the program to stay accessible to many while also providing
	   an opportunity to learn how business costs affect profits and pricing
•	 Participants will be provided a booth space with a canopy, one table w/ table 

cloth, and one chair per market
•	 Emerging Artisans will be placed in a designated area for the program each 

week. The canopies may be shared with up to 3 participants simultaneously, so 
we can only allow one table to be used per Artisan

	 - Due to limited space and structure of the program, participants cannot bring
	   additional tables, décor that intrudes the space of fellow Artisans, or their
	   own canopy tents. 
	 - We encourage participants to bring their own tablecloths and decor to
	   promote the desired aesthetic of their business
•	 We have a handbook for rules and guidelines to follow while vending at the 

Salem Saturday market – we encourage you to read carefully through the 
handbook and ask any questions you have before your market dates. We can 
provide a printed copy to participants at the market as requested.

	 - The Emerging Artisan program is an introduction to vending at farmers and
	   makers markets. This means that our participants must follow market rules
	   along with our regular vendors to get the full experience


